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serif in the legend giving to the B, the appearance of
a monogram just as he enclosed his initial within the
O of EBOR or frankly placed it on his London milled
coinage. But this may hardly be, for it is noticeable on
the Oxford Pattern crown signed by Eawlins, who for
such a personal exhibition of his skill would hardly
employ a lettering denoting partnership with another.
We might just as easily suggest that this composite
letter stood for the partnership of Bushell and Eawlins,
Bushell as mint master, Eawlins as chief graver, but
such dates as we possess concerning Bushell's move-
ments are indicative of his moving to Bristol just as this
strangely shaped R first meets our eye, also we must
notice that the closed serif is not upon any of the war-
badges which Eawlins first designed at the suggestion,
and in some cases, if not all, at the expense of Bushell.84
It is true that lettering is often a help in determining
to what artist a coin is likely to be attributable, and
we notice in the later half-crowns at Oxford a certain
shaping of the letter A, a frequent use of a lozenge and
of rosettes and stops which, unlike the closed serif, are
reminiscent of Briot's most careful early coinage. This
fact suggests that not only were the puncheons for the
equestrian figure from his hand, but that he also
engraved the pattern dies or at least that tools from his
workshop were in use. It is, however, not wise to lay
much stress on this point, for the lettering is not
invariable, and was probably rather the fashion of the

84 Amongst the services enumerated by the King in a testimonial to
Thomas Bushell under date June 12, 1643, Charles mentions " yor
invention for or better kuowinge and rewardinge the Forlorne Hope
with Badges of Silver at yr own Chardge, when the souldiers were
readie to run awaye through the instigation of some disafected
persons " (see Harl. MS., Charters 111, B. 61).
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